
Fruitful Schools 

Planting Essentials…

Helping Children grow… 
Contact John Hancox – 0778 606 3918 – if you have any specific queries 
Your Tree’s Have Arrived!… Unpack immediately. If roots appear dry, soak overnight in water. Unless completely ready to plant permanently.

Let’s Get Planting… for temporary planting, spread out in a trench and working soil into roots. Lean at 45 degrees away from the prevailing wind. If unable to find any unfrozen ground, pop them in a polytunnnel or near a hedge etc., then wrap roots well  in moist material  (compost , old blanket etc) and keep cool, not frozen. They can then be planted permanently when conditions improve. Never allow roots to dry out.
Spacing (for traditional’bush tree);  the root stock we are using is MM106 for apples (and equivalent for pears and plums)  - and needs 4.5 meters between trees. 

Sun Sun Sun!…Choose a sunny, well-drained site not overshadowed by existing trees. 

Now You’re Ready…

Remove turf, if present. 

Dig a hole about 2 feet square, deep enough to take the roots when topmost roots only just below ground level. Loosen bottom of this hole with fork,     re-firming gently. Turf, when chopped up, can be either;

1.
Mixed into the sides of the bottom of the hole, (not too near the roots).

2.
Replaced on soil surface (only  if  subsequently very well-mulched, see below).

3.
Removed to rot down elsewhere and replaced with an equal volume of topsoil.

Food For The Roots…Add well-rotted compost/manure to excavated soil (not too much, about 1 bucketful for small hole).Ideally, allow time to settle (1 month). If you want,  prepare the planting holes now – before the trees have arrived. 

Support…Drive in 1.2 m stake to a good depth. (All trees need staking for first 3-4 years, thereafter stronger rootstocks - MM106, MM111, M25 do not require unless exposed). Plant tree so that soil level will be same as in nursery, i.e. not too deep… remember soil will settle. Hold tree in position near stake, and re-fill hole, shaking tree gently  to settle soil. Do not stamp !

When all soil replaced, firm gently and replace chopped-up turf upside down (not immediately adjacent to stem). 

Water…to settle soil (1 gallon per tree).

Mulch… well with permeable plastic or thick cardboard for 3 feet diameter. Avoid touching stem.

Tie tree to stake using a tree tie.

Varieties…Make a map of the varieties (labels don’t last). Please send us a copy – as well as photographs. 

Pruning; Get a book such as ‘Pruning and Training’ from the Royal Horticultural Society. (Tel. 020 7834 4333), which is a good source of information for the many different forms of tree. Trees normally dispatched unpruned, to give most options.

Look After Them…

Water well weekly in a dry spell, especially during first year. Do not allow  fruit to set in first year (assuming 1-year tree planted)  unless tree growing very well, when just one may be retained!

Take care to check ties and labels for constriction in future years.

 Good luck & enjoy your rewards!
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